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Democracy • Rule of Law • Symbolism 
The Court of Final Appeal and place for public expression 
Collective Identity 
Social Phenomenon: Hong Kong is under the process of decolonization and citizens 
identify ourselves as Hongkongers. Collective identity should be fostered internally 
within individual and among groups. Younger generation starts to express their political 
view through different means and strive for democracy. Community realizes the 
importance of "Rule of Law” which is a fundamental institution inz the society to achieve 
democracy. The power of final adjudication is now back to the Court of Final Appeal 
after the handover. 
Aim: This thesis is to give a new image to the courthouse as a symbolic icon for the 
future democracy and transparency of the society. It is a search for a symbol of social 
unity, of a shared past and common expectation for the future. 
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Natural - Victoria Habour, Lion Mountain 
Commercial - HSBC,丨FC, Bank of China 
Historical 一 Clock Tower, Central Police Station 
Religious -- Church, Buddha, WongTai Sin 
Icons in Hong Kong 
With the increasing number of iconic buildings in Hong Kong, they reflect the glory and power of the society. However, the citizen is still 
searching for their own identity in the means of expressing their own voices and opinion. 
This thesis is to create a place for the citizen to express their voices and remembering their past through the means of political art 
appreciation. The design would be focus on the transformation of the existing urban fabric with potential to determine and shape the social 
consciousness over the present of our surrounding environment. 
The relationship between art and politics is subtle. The raise of political art has long history with the political satire on daily newspaper or 
mass media. They usually use an exaggerated and humorous means of expression to associate with our social issue. The resultant of art 
and politics could boost the consciousness introspection 
A court is a solemn place executing our law and order. The present court place is usually the remain from the colonial history, with the new 
government and the importance of the Basic Law to the public, it is time to create a new court place to reinterpret the belief of the public to 
our social order. 5 
Collective identity 
Political identity — Hong Kong people cognition 
1. Individual identity 
2. Social identity — Collective identity: 
1. spirit of cognate 
2. same origin 
A visible symbolic forms and events contribute meaningful symbols to the production and consolidation of the community. 
The identity of a person in one community characterizes that the person is different from one in another community. 
It is a way of describing how the entire community comes together to share similar value and have a common belief. 
More Democracy, Less Darkness 
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The identity of architecture is like the identity of an individual. 
Architecture is a reflection of the individual identity, it includes the finite and the infinite. It is everything around us. It is not only the solid 
building, but also the indefinite feeling, sound, scent and texture. It can be a concept in mind, a poem, a picture, a drawing which creates 
an imaginary world in the mind. The perception of architecture depends on individual memory and experience, the relationship between 
human and architecture is not only the inhibited body, but also the internal mind. 
To capture the identity of something is to give meaning onto something. When people use their whole life time to search for the meaning of 
their own existence, will it be too simple to guarantee the meaning of architecture as it relates to human existence? It is the individual to 
judge the significance of a place where the atmosphere created could bring people the memory of events. Architecture is different from art 
that it is not a pure expression of a subjective concept since it has to serve a function. Architecture is different from science that it is not 
derived from an absolute formula since it allows variations and expression of elegance. The quality of the in-between and ambiguity gives 
the unique identity of architecture. 
Time is another crucial factor which offer meaning to a place. Time allows events to happen and different events will result in different 
memories for different people. Architecture is a venue for events. When time goes by, the activities and history w川 be accumulated into the 
story of a place which would not be expected in advance. Although the conscious of human behaviour would be affected by the external 
environment, there are stilt many uncertainty and unconsciousness with the emotion inside the human body. The meaning is a variable 
with the human body and human mind. It is like a person reading the same book in different time of his life would give him different 
impression. When I visit my childhood place of living and playing, it evokes my own personal experience and memory. The place is 
meaningful to me in the sense that it contains and reveals my own personal identity. It is not a collective memory of the public but 
something very intimate to an individual with the connection between the past and the present 
Architecture will always have "meaning" so long as it touches people and affects people live. The extent of the meaning varies from an 
ind刚ua丨 identity to an iconic symboltzation of a society. It is a belief that the intention behind architecture is the origin of the dignity even 
for the vernacular architecture which reveals the basic needs of the people. The nature of architecture is not to bring people towards 
indifference world, but simply improving the existing quality of life and encouraging the exploration of identity with the unlimited 
accumulation of knowledge and wisdom. The internal mind of human body could then be reflected by external means of light and shadow, 
solid and void, which could be interpreted by individual and allow time to change the identity of both the architecture and the individual. 
"The word democracy originates from the Greek SnMOKpaiia (demokratia). The components of the word 
are Snpoq (demos), the people; Kpaieiv (kratein), to rule; and the suffix la (ia). The term means "rule by 
the people". 
Democracy of Hong Kong: 
Protect of human right, freedom, and allow different voices expression and discussion under the Basic Law. 
Difference ways to express: 
Voice-debate, discussion 
Visual - art, drawing, drama, talk show 
Silence — sit-in protest 
"Democracy in its ideal sense is the notion that "the people" should have the right to rule 
themselves. This ideal is pursued by implementing a system of voting such that the 
majority of people rule, either directly or indirectly through elected representatives. 
Democracies may be "liberal," where fundamental rights of individuals in the minority are 
protected by 丨aw, or they may be "iniberal" where they are not." 
Under British rule Hong Kong also adopted a British Common Law, 
creating a mindset amongst the populance that differed from mainland China. 
For instance, many Hongkongers are proud of and wish to protect Hong Kong's rule of law. 
Only the court can interpret the meaning of Law, but not the legistor or the Government. 
It is the independence of legal and political system. 
The power of the final adjudication by the Court of Final Appeal shows the independence 
of Hong Kong which is different with the Mainland. 
Connecting the history of the HK and HK people. 
2 
Freedom is resulted from self-discipline, rule and order. 
Law restricts freedom and provides freedom. 





The social order behind the chaotic city 
Why do we need rules and laws? 
It is the basic principle for the system as a civilized community. 
Rule of law is an instrument of justice. A system cannot be described as being based on rule of law 
if it legalizes denial of justice and withdrawal of the protection of law to its citizens. 
To live under a ordered society means the Mvidual is not to be a mere object of domination but is to be 
recognized as a person vested with rights, to live in a community, to be a member, to enjoy civil rights and liberties. 
To enable societies to run themselves more efficiently: 
1. to direct a great deal of social activity into orderly channels, e.g. by using queues 
2. to routinize a vast range of decision-making 
3. to obviate, or to facilitate the resolution of, myriad conflicts 
The development of the "rule of 丨aw": 
1688 United Kingdom 
Liberties in the United Kingdom pivot on the principle of legality. 
(The government) "be you never so high, the law is above you" 
The two main prototypes of modern constitutionalism: 
1. the US constitution (1787) 
2. the French constitution (1791) 
calm and peaceful 
』 J 
Voice expression 
Open forum and discussion of the social issue encourage public to express their opinions and activate interaction between community 
and government Place for voice expression is a kind of gathering place for people. It is in touch with the community and allows the 
passerby to join in. 
11丨 
i 
Architecture is a process of creation, to create a new object, an illusion, an atmosphere, or a reflection. Is it necessary to contain a past 
memory or just to build something totally new and innovative? Architecture is not a transient background of the society, but a connection 
from the past to the future. It is no doubt that architecture can help us to remember, and to record the history for both individual and 
society. Since architecture is a tangible object like any other lifeless solid without any sentiment, the emotional feeling of it is totally rely 
on the rebound of our own dedication of sentiment to the object. When we use architecture as a tool to remember something in the past, 
will it be more constructive to create a vision to the future? 
The immortal of architecture allows time and events to pass through and remains traces on i t It could be related to "Zeitgeist" or "the 
spirit of time" which reveals the culture and social value of a period. Architecture should not be only derived from an individual or 
collective memory; it is a representation for the social situation at a particular period of time through its use of technology, material, 
efficiency and relationship with the community. Although it is our responsibility to treasure and learn from our past, the process of 
deriving the spirit and passing it to the future generation is even more worthwhile. As architecture is a process of creation, it is more 
valuable to promote some new ideas to help the society moving forward but not always look back and remembering the past. 
_ 
Visual expression 
Political art is surrounding the community to remain our memory and vision for the future. The appreciation of different kind of art is a place 
of solitude for individual to think. Reflection and meditation for individual along with the expression in different means of art is a connection 
between one individual to another. 
13 
Architecture can create an illusion to the community. The appearance of the prosperous city will lost the heart of the place. The role of an 
architect should be able to find out the order behind the chaotic society and advocate a kind of attitude towards the community. 
Architecture imposes control on human activities in a way that rt affects our daily lifestyle. It is a physical influence to the human being. 
How can architecture influence human mentally? Individually it may recall the experience of events and spirit; socially it could give an image 
or an icon to the community. However, it is more possible to foresee the change of living pattern with the creation of architecture, how can 
we predict the change of attitude associated with it? 
When we connect place, time and people together, it gives a collective identity of people from the place they live in a particular period of 
time. The spirit of cognition comes from the sharing of the same living environment and having the memory of the same history which is a 
coherent of bonding between individual and the community. Architecture could act as a catalyst to raise the concern of people towards 
some new ideals in relations to other social, psychological, or political aspects. If we only focus on the architectural way of expression and 
composition of the elements and material, there is a lack of spiritual essence and limits the possibilities of exploration and transformation 
from the intangible to the tangible, A new theory is base on the accumulation of the past theories; a new architecture is the same. It is a bel 
ief that there is no absolute answer in architecture, and the creation of architecture is not only to solve problems. It should carry the vision 
towards the future which makes it worth for the long period of existence in the world. 
14 
Silence expression 
The sit-in protest is an expression without words but body language. Individual gets close to each other with calm and peaceful atmosphere 
to express their helplessness. A common roof for different indiviciual allows long period of habitat to share their experience. 
Theory: Symbolism 
The architectural forms should be seen as a sign system through which society tries to 
communicate its ideal model of a relationship between the individual and society. 
A visible symbolic forms and events contribute meaningful symbols to the production 
and consolidation of the community. The identity of a person in one community 
characterizes that the person is different from one in another community. 
It is a way of describing how the entire community comes together to share similar value 
and have a common belief. 
16 
Although the recent situation is generally related to the architect's individual way of law, the overall observation of symboiic architecture 
from the past to present is the use of exaggeration and repetition. The exaggeration to the limit in architecture is a more natural way across 
different architects; it creates competition to challenge the ultimate nature in buildings. However, they are probably related to the technology 
breakthrough. For example, the goal for the tallest building, the longest escalator, the new materials and details are significant for its own 
existence. They represent the contemporary stage of technology. Architecture is a not a loop of cycle, but always stepping forwards to 
another stage. The set of archetypal elements are telling the past of the history, and never becomes the present or future. The way to 
transform them into something new is always a challenge to connect the past and the future. The repetition of method is similar to the 
fashion of monogram with the repeated pattern to create a brand name. The architecture is no more symbolic for its message behind but 
for its creator behind. Could we still Interpret these buildings with the same framework with the hope to extract some meaningful 
observations? When we studying the buildings, are we try to understand the architecture, or the architect? The new interpretation of 
symbolism demonstrates the importance of developing an individual methodology in design and the accumulation of a unique set of 
elements for building up a symbol in architecture. 
Gustav Klimt 
The theory of architectural symbolism first raised by Vitruve is a style of using archetypal elements to create a set of order and rules in 
architectural configurations. It is especially for temples and churches that architectural elements are the symbols for god and heaven. 
Another order derived from the proportions of human body was further enhancing the theory of articulating the elements during the 
Renaissance. Archttecture becomes a set of words and grammar. Symbolism can be easily understood through spiritual architecture since 
the sign of god is so explicit that the community could share the same belief and use the same way of expression. The power of passing a 
massage through architecture is directly under the framework of these formal elements. 
However, in the new form of architectural vocabulary, we do not have such formula to generate a symbol for the present situation. The 
complexity and contradiction of the architectural meaning and site context are the obstacles to develop a clear and direct representation 
of a single spirit. According to the theory by Venturi, symbolic is not equivalent to simple. “A valid architecture evokes many levels of 
meaning; its elements become readable and workable in several ways at once." Those historical geometric forms become superficial in 
the nature that they are too obvious for their meaning. Since the process of discovering the meaning of elements also gives depth to the 
value of architecture, the methodology of transforming a message into a fabric should be a variable framework so as to develop many 
possible dialects for different group of people. The hybrid of the layering of meanings and elements could result in a more complex spatial 
relationship which is not for us to interpret but to appreciate. Architecture is not a teaching tool for the kids to understand what are wail, 
column and roof; it does not need to have a clear logic and forma! arrangement and share a common language. It is more valuable to 
provide new possibilities and different ways to frame the same object. 
Architectural symbolism: Vitruve (1,11,5) 
Renaissance 
Palladio (IV,II) thinks circular forms are fitting for churches because they symbolize the unity, infinity and 
justice of God ‘ 
Rudotf Amheim(1977) 
subconscious symbolism of the forms of buildings.'The strongest symbols are derived from the most 
elementary perceptual sensations because they are connected with such basic experiences of the human 
experience which serve as a basis for everything else." (209) 
Arnheim found that dynamic forms which referred to movement were the most expressive forms of architecture. 
18 
History: Hong Kong as a new community after the handover, we start to realize what is 
lost in our history, fndividuai is engaged more in social and political issue. The historical 
icon of the colonial governor set up the foundation, and the evolution of the society 
allows the search for a new direction in our history. 
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Tian An Men Event 
Confirmation of the handover 
Power and 丨aw in Past and Present 
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The Link Management Limited 56s„ 
Central-Wanchai Reclamation — 
Reinterpretation of the Basic Law 
Article 23 
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2. confidence and social belief 
Hong Kong people is protected by law The very idea of democracy and its practice presuppose a concept of social solidarity 
It affects the daily life of all people. The rule and order built in the heart of people. 
The development of Hong Kong as a community is coming to the ninth 
year since 1997. 
The final drafting of the Hong Kong Basic Law in Guangzhou finished 
in February 1990. 
• 
Events: The new image of the Court of Final Appeal is to create a sense of democracy 
and transparence in judicial process to the society with the symbol of candle light used 
in protest which symbolizing individual. 
24 
1 
New Law Courts m Lincoln's Inn Fields： design by Charles Barry, 1790 White House. US 
t 
、u irin^rt^^^siiaff^w-^iL 
1999 The Reichstag, Germany. Norman Foster 
Three categories of constitutioni states: 
1. those with a long and continual tradition 
like Britain and the US 
2. a country with an erratic constitutional development 
like Germany 
3. the post-communist countries of East and Central Europe 
which have achieve the nation-state, a civil society with a 
private economy, and democratic structures at the 
same time 
1097 WesUinnsler. UK 
2 5 
The exterior articulation of a couthouse and the 
relationship of the building to its surroundings expresses 
the concept of the role of the law in society. 
Histoncal government building and courthouse: 
The architectural form provides a sense of order, 
orientation and hierarchical importance of destinations. 
However, different country use the same architectural elements. 
Contemporarv government building and courthouse: 
Different nations use different means to express their own 
national identity. 
The Sandra Day CTCormof Federal Building ‘ US United States Courthouse 
Phoenix, 
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Traditional Layout 
The traditional courtroom layout provides the best relationship between public, 
counsel adn judge. 
28 
Courtroom layout and architectural forms should be seens as a "sign system through 
which society tries to communicate its ideal model of a relationship between judicial 
proceedings and the community. 
Plan of a courtroom杯Uie -round. 
—equality, create a sense of intimacy 
Trial participants, with the exception of the court reporter, are seated in a circular 
arrangemnet. The judge's bench is slightly differentiated by its geometry and raised 
platform. 
Courtroom with the Judge's bench in corner. 
This of plan was developed by Judge George Boldt 
It arranges trial participants so as to give maximum weight to the judges's view 
of the witness, adjacency of reporters to witness, and to provide space for 
conferences at the judge's bench. 
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The courtroom layout of the existing 
Court of Final Appeal 
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Court of Final Appeal 
HighCoyirt 
Court of Appeal 
Court of First Instance 
District Court Lands Tribunal 
Law as the fundamental institution in the society 
Nature of a eourt 
It is a place to solve problem, to solve the conflict between people‘ 
The openess of a court with its relations to its community is an identity of the 
ideal for the future and as the catalyst to advocate the democracy. 
separadon between the government office and the court 
a place for justice 
a place open up for public to see the execution of justice 
for societies to 丨earn how to organize themselves so as to ensure that rules and 
laws work transparently to increase the transparency of judicial process so as to 
improve general public knowledge about law 
The Court o f Final Appeal 
The search for symbols of soda丨 unity, of a shared past and common expectation for 
the future. 
It Is difficult to distinguish a government building from a courthouse building. 
However, the courthouse should belong to the citizen rather than the government. 
It is independent and self-identified with its own architectural characteristic in 
relations to the democracy of the society. 
Stage 1 - A Court 
Stage 2 - The surrounding place for public forum, political art exhibition, performance 










Small Claims Tribunal 
Obscene Articles Tribunal 
Coroner's Court 
Court Structure in Hong Kong 
"The courts are the ultimate custodians of the rights and liberties of the subject whatever his status and however attenuated those rights 
and liberties may be as a result of some punitive or some other process" 
(R.v. Hull Prison Board of Visitors, Expare St Germain 1979 \ All E.R. 701, per Shaw, LJ‘’ at 716) 30 
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Land: Discovery of the site. To expose a hidden 
place. To disclose a secret events. The site is 
situated in the existing Government Office with 
the surrounding of the St. John Cathedral and 
the Former French Mission which now is the 
Court of Final Appeal. The site is chosen as the 
core for the government building due to its 
strategic location overlooking the Central and 
Victoria Habour in the line with the Resident 
Government House. Since the relocation of the 
government office proposed by the government, 




1. The existing government office - the site is discovered due to the trace of the existing Court of Final Appeal. It is a secret site since the 
government office is a restricted area. To expose its site to the public is like to disclose the secret inside a law court with the change of 
identity to the land. 
2. Tamar site - the proposed location for the new government office and new legislative council building. Since Court should be independent 
from the government for its judiciary spirit, the location of the Court should be separated from the government complex. 
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There are two kinds of transformation schemes in design process, first is the one mentioned above that from totally abstract ideas to 
architectural elements, another is a transformation from the existing physical fabric. The latter scheme is more controllable especially for 
the study of the transformation of city fabric. It is a very legible methodology for the design process and the design could always relate to the 
original condition. However, this kind of methodology lacks a spirit of the intangible inspiration to trigger the out of control elements. When 
the design is based on an issue indirectly related to architecture, the study becomes a pair of parallel lines with the understanding of issue 
on the one hand, and the testing for the architectural expression on the other. It is then essential to find out the intersection point between 
the parallel studies so as to extend the li mit from a study to a design strategy. Since the study of the issue could be unlimited without 
resulting in any architectural strategy, the decision to eliminate and focus on a specific title is the first priority before the transformation. 





DISCLOSE THE SECRET SOCIETY 
The methodology in design is used to control the process of design and at the same time allow the possibility of the out of control. 
When a design begin from an issue or the study of the immeasurable ideas, the transformation from the local syntax to architectural 
language need a means of control for the development which would balance the tangible and the intangible ingredients for the project. 
Different metlioctologies such as the use of two dimensional painting, collages, or the three dimensional model and sculpture, the choice 








Santiago de Composteia, Dominique Perrault 
The relationship between architecture and language is concurrent for their creation of illusion and scenery. It is a challenge to treat 
architecture as language to express meaning through a logical syntax. The generation of an integer as a whole for the design and the ability 
to separately identify the components under a logical system are the formal control of the regulattons used in language. This kind of 
methodology is useful for presentation and conclusion rather than the beginning of the design. A good methodology adopted should help 
the final presentation from the beginning of the design. Since presentation is not a production after the design work has been done, it 
should go along with the design and build up a set process. Architecture is a form of presentation in the city. The process of design would 
used to reflect the language of the architect and accumulated into the base of the next design. 
In modern methodology of architectural design, there is a tendency to understand the human life through the study of the program or 
function. The control of the spatial quality and the community activities is under the sole mastering of the program. The well-control led 
program inside the building wHI iead to the final architectural form and spatial arrangement. However, when the function ts absent for the 
building, what is the meaning left behind? For those monumental architecture built for the memory of an event and times, the meaning is 
always there to recall the spirit with the control of sight line of the people without caring the actual function of the structure. Is it the 
ultimate goal for architecture to attract one's sense to experience it and discover the moment by the people themselves? 
Place: The design of the site layout and schematic strategy start from the visual 
connection and the access path with the community and the court With the preserve of 
the existing landscape，and the appreciation of the openness on the ground level from 
the coast along the State Square and HSBC, the building blocks response to the natural 
profile and adding emphasis to its prominence.The access path is the real connection of 
the community and provides different moment of discovery along the journey with 
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St. John Cathedral 
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Former Frencn M^ ssfon 
The Court of Final Appeal 
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Candle 
Size: 1000 X 1000mm 
Room for individual 
For one person enter or pass through 
For one person to express voice 
For one person to sit silence 
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Reference: 
1. Factory Hall in Bobingen 
Architects: Fiorian Nagler Architekten, Munich 
2. La ban Centre in London 
Architect: Herzog & Dde Meuron, Basel 
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